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creased, either by action or desertion; but all this would rather increase the curiosity than abate it. In my opinion, then, though men might have cunosity enough, the question was purposely evaded, under an apprehension, that an honest answer must inevitably give a higher idea ot the general, than their inclinations led them to At first view, this may carry the face of a paradox, yet, if the reader will consider, that in every age virtue has had its shaders or maligners, he will himself easily solve it, at the same time that he finds himself compelled to allow, that those who found themselves unable to prevent his great services, were willing, in a more subtile manner, to endeavour at the annulling of them, by silence and concealment
This will appear more than bare supposition, if we compare the present situation, as to strength, of the two contending powers The French, at the birth of the siege, consisted of five thousand horse and dragoons, and twenty-five thousand foot, effective men Now, grant that then killed and wounded, together with their sick in the hospitals, might amount to live thousand, yet as their body of horse was entire, and in the best condition, the remaining will appear to be an aimy of twenty-nve thousand at least On the other side, all the forces in Baicelona, even with their reinforcements, amounted to no more than seven thousand foot, and four hundred horse Why then, when they raised their siege, did not they maich back into the heart of Spam, -\vith their so much bupeuor army? or, at least, towards their capital * The answer can be tins, and this only, because the Eail oi Peteiboiow had taken such provident care to render all secuie, that it was theieby rendered next to an impossibility for them so to do That general was satishcd, that the capital of Catalonia must, in couise, fall into the hands ot the enemy, unless a superior fleet lemoved the Count de Tholouse, and tluew in timely succours into the town, and as that could not depend upon him, but others, he made it his chief cai e and assiduous employment to provide against those strokes of foitune to which he found himself again likely to be exposed, as he often had been, and, therefore, had he iccoui&c to that vigilance and precaution which had often reti icverl him, when to others his circumstances seemed to be nio&t desperate.
The generality of mankind, and the French in particular,
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